
Mythical Creatures

The museum is full of mythical creatures. This trail will help you to 
fi nd some of them but keep a lookout for others along the way...

seum is full of mythical creatures. This trail will help



Go to Ground Floor Gallery 9: The Ancient World

Go up atrium stairs to Gallery 36: Japan from 1850

Find this mythical beast, called a griffi n, in 
this gallery.

In some parts of the world griffi ns were 
considered the legendary guardians of gold, 
and known to be brave, strong and cruel.
This griffi n was made 2,300-2,500 years ago in 
Ancient Greece.  

What material do you think it is made of?

Silver               Bronze                Wood

Can you fi ll in the blanks?
A Griffi n has the head and wings of an _______

and the body of a ________

You may need to bend down low to fi nd 
this strange bird...

How many similar birds can you spot?

Go to Gallery 37: Japan 1600 - 1900

Here’s another odd creature. This one is a dog lion.
Can you spot him on a large plate?

How many toes does it have?



How would you feel 
dressed in a coat like
this one?
_________________

_________________

The coat is made of 
silk and stitched 
with silk and metallic 
threads.
Which colour do you 
like best?

__________________

Look closely.

How many dragons 
can you spot?

Watch out! Some of 
them may be hiding.

In China dragons 
were symbols of the 
emperor and were 
considered lucky.

You can’t see the top or 
bottom of this seal easily but 
the dragon’s face on the front 
of this booklet is on the top 
and the print made by the seal 
is shown on the right.

Now hunt for these objects in 
the same room...

Walk through to Gallery 38: China



Go to Gallery 55: Silver

As you go up the stairs you might 
catch sight of more dragons. 
These ones are gold.

This room is full of shiny silver!

There are three dragons hiding in the 
gallery. Here is a picture of one of them...

Once you have found one the other two 
are quite easy to spot.

You could draw your favourite object from 
this room in the space below.

Go up one level to Gallery 66: 19th-century Art

No dragons in here but you will fi nd an evil looking winged creature!
We don’t have a photo of him, so please draw one in the frame below.


